Hebrew Possession — Have, Have Not, Belongs To (7v1 'x ,u?)

Hebrew has no verb 'to have'. It says 'there is to me' — 17 W' — so the thing you own is the subject of the sentence and you are only the person it belongs to. ¥! and |'X never change for gender or number; the only part
that moves is the ending on '?, and the same endings go on "NJ to say whose it is. |'X is already negative — never put X7 in front of ¥j!. Top five are one person, bottom five are more than one.

# Person (913)

To (7)

Have (v}

Have not (|'x)

Belongs to (7v))

Meaning

: X
(AHY - Ani)

. nnX
(Ata - Atd)

) nX
(AT - A

. Nin
Xy - Hu)

: R'D
(Xun - Hi)

1N2X

6 (AHaxHy -
Anéachnu)

7 DX
(Atem - Atém)

. InX
(ATeH - Atén)

9 0a
(Xem - Hem)

10 1
(XeH - Hen)

(Jlexa - Lechd)

17

(Jlax - Lach)
i'7

(/1o - Lo)
ny

(/la - La)

119

(TaHy - Lanu)

aky,

(Jlaxem - Lachém)

127

(JlaxeH - Lachén)

DR?

(Tasm - Lahém)

17

(/lasH - Lahén)

|'7 Hjl

s - Yesh 1

A7 Y

(Eww s1exd - Yesh lechd)
7 U

(Eww s1ax - Yesh lach)
i7 wr

(Ewu 510 - Yesh lo)

n7 Y

(Ew na - Yesh la)

17 Ut

(Eww naHy - Yesh lanu)

nJ7 !

(Eww naxem - Yesh lachém)

127 W!

(Eww naxeH - Yesh lachén)

D7 Y!

(Eww nasm - Yesh lahém)

N7 v

(Eww nasH - Yesh lahén)

|'? I'N
(OviH s - Ein li)
A7 I'"

(GviH nexa - Ein lechd)

A7 I'X

(GviH nax - Ein lach)
7 I'N

(®viH no - Ein lo)
n7 |I'N

(9viH n1a - Ein la)

127 'K

(3viH naHy - Ein lanu)

D37 |'K

(3viH naxem - Ein lachém)

127 I'N

(3viH naxeH - Ein lachén)
D7 'K
(3viH nasm - Ein lahém)

107 I'K

(9viH nask - Ein lahén)

(LLIesi - Sheli)
7Y
(LLlenbxa - Shelcha)

A7Y

(LLlenax - Shelach)

7Y

(LLIend - Sheld)
n7Y

(LWena - Sheld)
117y

(LLenaHy - Shelanu)
D7y

(LLlenaxem - Shelachém)
7Y

(LLlenaxeH - Shelachén)
DR7Y

(LLlenasm - Shelahém)
N7y

(LLlenaaH - Shelahén)

a/y meHs
|- me-my

Tbl (M) / y Te6s
you m. - your

Tbl (k) / y Tebsa
you f. - your

OH / y Hero
he - his

OHa/y Heé
she - her

Mbl / y Hac
we - our

Bbl (M) / y Bac
you m.pl - your

Bbl (k) / y Bac
you f.pl - your

OHM (M) / Yy HUX
they m. - their

OHM (K) / y HUX
they f. - their



Whose is it? 7vin use

"NJ does the work of 'my’, 'your' and the apostrophe-s all at once. It always follows the thing owned, and the thing owned keeps its 'the'.

What it means

Why it works

#  Say this
; kL7Rbloh
(Xa-cegbep wemi - Ha-séfer sheli)
) TIT '7¢ DWD
(Xa-wem wenvi Jasyig - Ha-shém sheli David)
. g a7
(e wemi - Ze sheli)
. Y N7 Nt
(3e 10 wenvi - Ze lo sheli)
. 2T ™M W
(LLesnb my 3e? - Shel mi ze?)
. 797¢ 7'nd NO'X
(S¥igho xa-Tvik wesnbxa? - Eifo ha-tik shelcha?)
. TIT 7Y nfan
(Xa-6avnT wenb [asvig - Ha-bayit shel David)
. 117¢ D"20D
(Xa-xaBepvim wenaHy - Ha-chaverim shelanu)
o N7 XKD
(Xa-vima wena - Ha-ima sheld)
0 “iTa DYy 220

(Xa-keneB wenasm ragons - Ha-kélev shelahém gadol)

Mos KHura
My book

MeHs 30ByT OaBupg
My name is David

9710 Moé
This is mine

9T0 He moé
This is not mine

Ybé a10?
Whose is this?

F'pe TBoA cymka?
Where is your bag?

Aom Oasupa
David's house

Hawwn ppy3bs
Our friends

Eé mama
Her mum

Nx cobaka 6onbLiag
Their dog is big

Literally 'the book of-me'. The noun keeps its 0 — 1900, never
190.

Literally 'the name of-me David'. This is how you introduce
yourself.

No word for 'is'. Two words are the whole sentence.

N7 goes in front of what it denies.

"7 standing alone, with 'n 'who'.

To a woman: 17¥.

‘lgj takes a name just as happily as an ending.

One friend or many, the ending is the same. It marks the owner,
not the thing.

The 0 on the end of N7Y is silent — 'shela’.

Thing, owner, then the description. Still no 'is' anywhere.



Had it, will have it past and future

Here the grammar shows itself: the verb agrees with the thing owned, not with you. One woman with two dogs still says *7 1'1.

Say this

What it means

Why it works

A/ T am/ e

1
(Eww rn / xasi i / vinxe€ nm - Yesh li / haya li / yihyé li)
) T 7 At
(Xasi nin 3maH - Haya li zman)
. NINY 7 N
(Xavita nn weana - Hayta li she'eld)
. Dl:_'z) ||? 1
(Xato' i knaByim - Hayu li klavim)
5 992 7 Nt XY
(/To xasi nin kece - Lo haya li késef)
. nn At 7 At
(Nuxse i 3maH maxap - Yihyé li zman machér)
, N7y 7 ninn
(Tuxbe nn weana - Tinyé li she'eld)
; 1T 7 N XY
(To vinxs€ i 3maH - Lo yihyé li zman)
0 nx i'? nm
(Xasi no ax - Haya lo ach)
. nivy? nn "7 '

(3viH v ma naacoT - Ein li ma la'asot)

ecTb / Obino / oypeTt
have / had / will have

Y meHsa Obino Bpems
| had time

Y meHs Obin Bonpoc
| had a question

Y meHs 6blLIn cobaku
| had dogs

Y MeHs He 6bino aeHer
| had no money

Y MmeHsa 6ypeT Bpems 3aBTpa
I'll have time tomorrow

Y meHsa OypeTt Bonpoc
I'll have a question

Y MeHs1 He GyaeT BpemeHu
| won't have time

Y Hero 6bin 6paT
He had a brother

MHe Heuero genatb
| have nothing to do

Three tenses, one frame. 7 never moves.

AT is masculine singular, so n').

N'7XY is feminine, so NN'i. The verb follows the thing owned,
never the owner.

More than one thing, so 1'1.

In the past you need N7 + N'N. |'X only works in the present.

Future with a masculine thing: n''.

Feminine thing: n'nN. Same agreement as the past.

The same XY, in front again.

To change who, change only 7 to i.

h |'X followed by an infinitive. Very common.



Say it today ten you will actually use

Every one of these can be said exactly as it stands. Swap the noun and nothing else changes.

#  Say this

What it means

Why it works

n7RY 7 Yt

(Ew nn weana - Yesh li she'eld)

YV T "7 '

2
(3viH v 3maH axwas - Ein li zman achshav)
5 ?NINX iX NX 7 W!
(ELw nexd ax o axot? - Yesh lecha ach o achét?)
. 797 W D'T7! D02
(Kama enagviv el nexa? - Kama yeladim yesh lecha?)
5 19'MN2 VYY 117 Y
(Eww naHy wwyp 6a-ynsnaH - Yesh lanu shi'dr ba-ulpan)
. UNI 2ND "7 WU
(Ew sin keaB poLw - Yesh li ke'év rosh)
7 nya I'"
(GviH 6easi - Ein be'aya)
. T 'R
(3viH gasap - Ein davar)
5 M1l Y Y
(EL myiuexy 6a-6aint? - Yesh mishehu ba-bayit?)
10 agn 7 I'x

(BviH s mycar - Ein li musag)

Y MeHs1 ecTb BONpPOC
| have a question

Y MeHs1 HeT BpeMeHun cenvac
| have no time right now

Y T1ebs ecTb GpaT unu cectpa?
Do you have a brother or sister?

Ckonbko y Tebs peten?
How many children do you have?

Y Hac ypoK B ynbnaHe
We have a lesson at the ulpan

Y meHs1 601UT ronosa
| have a headache

HeT npoGnem
No problem

Hwnuero, He 3a 4YTO
Never mind - you're welcome

EcTb KTO-HUOYAbL fOoMma?
Is anyone home?

He vimeto noHATUA
I have no idea

The most useful sentence in the classroom.

|'X carries the 'no' by itself.

A yes-or-no question is the same words. Only your voice goes
up.

To a woman: 77 W'.

"2 is 'in the'.

Literally 'there is to me a pain of head'. Hebrew has the pain, it
does not hurt you.

|'X with no '7 means 'there is no'.

Literally 'there is nothing'. You will hear it every day.

Y' on its own means 'there is'.

Worth learning early, because everyone says it.



